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The History

When? How?
❖ Lots of clay 
❖ Rocks/mine

rals mixed 
water

❖ Firing!

Why?
❖ Used to store 

oils, ointments, 
etc.

❖ Would later be 
very decorative!!

❖ 28,000 BCE
❖ First examples in 

East Asia - China
❖ Later spread to 

Japan and Russia → 
around the world



Quick 
Quiz!

Let’s test if you were paying 
attention!!!



Where was pottery FIRST 
found?

a. Africa
b. America
c. Asia
d. Antarctica

Question #1
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What was pottery FIRST 
used for?

a. To store items
b. Put plants in
c. To drink water from
d. Make bread in

Question #2
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What was the order 
(beginning to end) that 
pottery is made?

a. Fire, make clay, mold clay
b. Mold clay, make clay, fire
c. Make clay, fire, mold clay
d. Make clay, mold clay, fire

Question #3
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LET’S 
MAKE 
IT!



1. Mold clay into 
a ball

● Take your ball of clay
● Roll it around
● Make it into a ball



2. Poke a hole

● Take your ball of clay
● Take your thumbs
● Push into the middle 

to make a hole



3. Start forming 
your bowl
● Take your hands and 

smooth around the 
edges



4. Clean up the 
edges
● DO NOT DO THIS 

YOURSELF - the 
teachers will come 
around to help you



5. Write your name 
on the bottom
● With a pencil, lightly write 

in your name into the clay
● We will leave to dry - take 

it home next week!


